Ramallah, 5 September 2016
Re: Plan to construct a cable car in Occupied East Jerusalem violates International Law
I am writing to you with concern on behalf of the Civic Coalition for Palestinian Rights in Jerusalem (the
Coalition), an independent, non-governmental, non-profit coalition of 17 organizations, institutions, societies,
and associations dedicated to the promotion and protection of Palestinian rights in Jerusalem.
In 2013 the Jerusalem Municipality introduced a plan to provide easier access to tourist sites by constructing a
cable car. Last week, Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat appeared on Facebook addressing a group of activists.
The cable car will include four main stops; one in West Jerusalem, the second in “Kedem center”, the third in
Silwan and the fourth near the Al-Jadeed (Lions’) gate. The latter two station stops are located in the occupied
part of East Jerusalem.
Barkat announced a fifth and most important stop, the “Siloam Pool”, passing right through the heart of the East
Jerusalem neighborhood of Silwan. He asserted that this project will “bring the wider world to understand who
really owns this city – all this infrastructure is intended for that.”1
He added that he wants to bring 10 million tourists and facilitate easy access to the “Siloam Pool”, the “holy
basin”. Archeological efforts will be needed to expose the ancient steps leading from “Siloam” to the “Temple
Mount” and the Al Aqsa Mosque.2 He was quoted saying “I want to enable Jews and non-Jews to recreate this
experience. Anyone who wants to immerse [in Siloam] and then go up toward the Temple Mount experience,
anyone who does this will know exactly who the owner of this city is.”3
In 2015, French company Safege, a subsidiary of France-based utility giant Suez Environment, withdrew its
participation after being warned against it by the French finance and foreign ministries. France had received
complaints from the Palestinian Authority.4 Since the withdrawal, the Jerusalem Municipality has not been
transparent about the new contractor. It has stated that “specialists are carrying out the project.5
Corporate responsibility to respect human rights is a widely accepted concept.6 Business enterprises (of any
size) should avoid infringing on the human rights of others and should address adverse human rights impacts
with which they are involved.7 Additionally the project will affect the Al Waqf’s management of the Haram eshSharif (Temple Mount).8
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UNESCO has deplored the plan, urging Israel, the occupying power, to renounce the project in conformity with
its obligations regarding the protection of world heritage sites.9
Occupation is meant to be a temporary situation. The occupying power is merely a keeper of the status quo. 10
Building roads or transportation networks with the purpose of serving settlers should be considered unlawful
because in principle no territorial acquisition resulting from the threat or use of force shall be recognized as
legal.11
This is not the first attempt of Israel to enhance its control over Occupied East Jerusalem. An easy comparison
can be drawn with the construction of the light rail, a project started in 2002, in order to facilitate the
movement of settlers from city center to the Jewish settlements on the periphery of Jerusalem. Part of the route
includes settlements such as French Hill and Pisgat Ze'ev. The Jerusalem Municipality chose to de facto consider
these neighborhoods as integral parts of Jerusalem.12 The part of the rail that runs through occupied territory
has been condemned as a violation of international law.13
Establishing the cable car project will involve changing the traffic routes in order to construct a bridge from the
Maghareba gate towards the neighborhood of Silwan. This project is part of a larger plan effectively resulting in
the so-called “Israelization” of Jerusalem. Aside from tourism and economic arguments, the cable car plan
supports ideological goals.14
Disguised as a municipal infrastructure project the cable car, similar to the light rail, will serve the illegal Jewish
settlement enterprise throughout occupied East Jerusalem. The plan to construct a cable car is a violation
international law. It is with these concerns in mind that the Coalition calls upon your government, a High
Contracting Party to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, to fulfill its obligation under common Article 1 to respect
and ensure respect for the provisions of the Conventions under all circumstances, by putting pressure on Israel
to prevent the illegal construction of the cable car.
The Coalition remains at your disposal for any additional information you may wish to receive.
Sincerely,

Zakaria Odeh
Executive Director
Civic Coalition for Palestinian Rights in Jerusalem
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